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About the Book: 
Mortal Combat is a history of AIDS policy in South Africa. It exposes the strategy and 
tactics of AIDS denialists and focuses on the struggle for antiretrovirals to prevent 
mother-to-child transmission of HIV and to extend the lives of people living with AIDS 
 
‘This book is more than a chronicle of the legacy of AIDS denialism in South Africa. It 

argues eloquently and convincingly for the scientific governance of medicine.’ 
Zackie Achmat, Treatment Action Campaign 

 
‘Mortal Combat provides a compelling and just exposition of South Africa’s puzzling 

and tragic engagement with AIDS denialism.’ 
Edwin Cameron, Supreme Court of Appeal judge and author of Witness to AIDS 
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