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This document describes the errors in Celia Farber's March 2006 article in Harper's Magazine, titled Out of Control: 
AIDS and the Corruption of Medical Science.

Our primary concern is with rebutting Farber's misconceptions about HIV/AIDS and antiretrovirals (ARVs). We have 
not focused our attention on misleading or biased reporting that relate to the NIH; none of us is an NIH employee. 
We have also ignored the sections on Peter Duesberg’s career problems, his rejected funding proposals, and how 
he is (or is not) regarded by other cancer researchers nowadays; we have no interest in Duesberg, other than to 
note that he is not an AIDS researcher and has no practical experience in studying HIV.

Using a plethora of false, misleading, biased and unfair statements, Farber attempts to cast scientific institutions and 
scientists as dishonest. But intellectual dishonesty is the norm for Farber and other AIDS denialists including David 
Rasnick, Peter Duesberg, Kary Mullis and Harvey Bialy – all people she mentions favourably in her article. David 
Rasnick works for a vitamin entrepeneur, Matthias Rath. They have conducted unauthorised experiments on people 
with HIV in South Africa, convincing their subjects to take Rath's vitamin products in dangerously high doses, 
instead of scientifically recognised treatments for AIDS. It has been alleged that some of their subjects have died 

due to this experiment.1 Farber implies financial motives permeate scientific research. Why does Farber not make 
similar allegations against the AIDS denialists, many of whom are involved in the marketing of unproven alternative 
medicines?

HIV has been shown to be the cause of AIDS in numerous studies. ARVs have been shown to reduce death and 
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